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Introduction

Over the past few months, we have been sharing how God will judge
ministries, ministers, and religious structures so His people can
return to true biblical standards. We must rebuild God’s way while
rejecting the Babylonian tactics previous ministries used to build
their success.
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Babylon's Bricks vs. God's Living Stones

Two Kingdoms, Two Building Systems, and Two Spiritual
Destinies

Primary Scriptures: Genesis 11:1-9; Exodus 20:25; Isaiah 9:8-13;
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-9; Revelation 18:1-
5.

Central Teaching Thesis:

Babylon seeks to manufacture a kingdom through human effort,
conformity, and rebellion against God. The Lord builds His Kingdom
through redeemed people who are made alive in Christ, shaped by
the Holy Spirit, and joined together under the authority of Jesus
Christ, the Chief Cornerstone.

The contrast between bricks and living stones provides an effective
biblical illustration of these competing approaches. However, in the
natural, Scripture does not teach that bricks themselves are evil or
that all cut stones are ungodly. The spiritual significance comes
from the contexts in which these materials appear.

I. The First Building Project of Babylon: A
Kingdom Without God

Primary Text: Genesis 11:1-9
Genesis 11:1-9 (ESV)

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.
2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in
the land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one
another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them
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thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for
mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a
city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make
a nhame for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of
the whole earth.” 5 And the LORD came down to see the city
and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6 And the
LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one
language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do.
And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for
them. 7 Come, let us go down and there confuse their
language, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.” 8 So the LORD dispersed them from there over the
face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD
confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

Genesis 11:3-4 records the builders' determination to make bricks,
build a city and tower, and give themselves a name.

This account contains three important elements.

1. The Building Material: Manufactured Bricks

The builders of Babel used bricks hardened by fire and bitumen for
mortar. In the Mesopotamian plains, where natural building stone
was relatively scarce, brickmaking was a practical construction
method.

The Hebrew word for “brick” is n)2%7 (levenah), referring to a brick or
bricklike building material.
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The text emphasizes the deliberate production of building materials.
The people had developed a technology capable of supporting their
ambitious construction project.

There are several spiritual applications regarding the use of bricks.

e The theological problem was not the technology itself. It was
the rebellious purpose for which they used that technology.

e Babylon needs uniformity to build their work. Individuality (as
God intended) is lost. Both people and the vain philosophies
of Babylon are interchangeable: the first plug-and-play
concept at work.

2. The Motivation: Making a Name for Themselves

Genesis 11:4 reveals their ambition: to make a name for themselves
and avoid being scattered.

This ambition contrasts with God's purpose for humanity to multiply
and fill the earth (Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:1).

Instead of living under God's direction, the builders attempted to
establish security, significance, and unity through their own
collective achievements.

Their construction project became an expression of human self-
exaltation.

We see Babylon’s dark influence in many ministries today. Their
prime focus is making a name for themselves to establish and
promote their ministries. They will protect their names at all costs,
including covering up damage to God’s own flock!

© Copyright 2026 by Biblical Life Assembly 4



3. The Objective: Unity Apart from Obedience

The people were united in language and purpose, but their unity was
directed toward a project that ran counter to God's intentions.

Genesis 11:6 demonstrates the extraordinary capabilities of united
humanity. Yet human unity is not automatically evidence of divine
approval. A people can be united in rebellion just as they can be
united in obedience.

Teaching Principle:

Babylon represents humanity's attempt to establish a kingdom
through its own wisdom, power, and unity rather than
submission to the sovereignty of God.

This pattern reappears throughout Scripture, ultimately finding
its fullest prophetic expression in the Babylon portrayed in
Revelation 17-18.

ll. Babylon's Bricks: A Picture of Manufactured
Conformity

The brickmaking process provides a useful teaching analogy.

Bricks are manufactured according to predetermined shapes and
dimensions. They can be produced in large numbers and assembled
into impressive structures.

Within the context of Babel, this can illustrate the spiritual danger of
demanding conformity to a human system rather than allowing God
to transform individuals according to His purposes.

Consider the implications for modern Christianity. A religious
organization can become preoccupied with producing predictable
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results, maintaining institutional control, and enforcing uniformity.
Ilts members may be valued primarily for their ability to support the
organization's programs, finances, reputation, and expansion.

The danger emerges when institutional success replaces genuine
spiritual transformation.

Jesus addressed a related problem in Mark 7:6-13, where religious
traditions were elevated in ways that undermined obedience to
God's commandments.

Paul also warned against religious activity that has an outward
appearance of godliness while denying its power (2 Timothy 3:5).

This gives us an important distinction:

e Babylon's approach shapes people to serve the system. God's
approach is to transform people into Christ's likeness.

e Romans 12:2 calls believers not to be conformed to this world
but to be transformed through the renewal of their minds.

o The Greek word translated "conformed," cuoxnuatidw
(syschematizo), describes being fashioned according to a
pattern.’

o The word translated "transformed," petapopdow
(metamorphoo), describes transformation. 2

The contrast is significant. God does not merely demand an external
religious appearance. He works within His people to produce
genuine spiritual transformation.

" Logos Word Sense. FaithLife, Spokane, WA
2 |bid.
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lll. God's Altar: The Significance of Uncut Stones

Primary Scriptures: Exodus 20:24-26; Deuteronomy 27:5-6; Joshua
8:30-31.

Exodus 20:25 (ESV)

25 If you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of
hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it.

Exodus 20:25 prohibits using hewn stones when constructing the
type of stone altar described in that passage. God specifically
warned that using a tool on the altar stones would profane them.

This command provides an important theological contrast with
humanity's tendency to elevate its own achievements in worship.

1.  Worship must be governed by God's instructions

The Israelites were not free to invent whatever form of worship
seemed impressive or culturally acceptable. God set the conditions
for how they were to approach Him.

This principle is reinforced in Leviticus 10:1-3, where Nadab and
Abihu offered unauthorized fire before the Lord.

Their actions demonstrated the danger of substituting human
initiative for divine instruction in sacred worship.

2. Human craftsmanship cannot improve God's holiness

The prohibition against hewn altar stones may also illustrate the
insufficiency of human achievement to establish acceptable
worship.

However, this is a theological application rather than an explicitly
stated explanation of the command.
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Scripture elsewhere permits skilled craftsmanship in sacred
construction. For example, the tabernacle involved Spirit-enabled
artisans (Exodus 31:1-11), and the temple included carefully
prepared stones (1 Kings 6:7).

Therefore, the biblical issue is not craftsmanship itself. The issue is
whether human effort submits to God's instructions or tries to
replace them.

3. God's altar is not a monument to human greatness

The builders of Babel wanted to make a name for themselves. The
Lord's altar was intended to direct attention toward God.

This establishes a useful principle for ministry:

The purpose of biblical ministry is not to build a monument to
the minister but to establish a place where God's presence,
truth, and purposes are honored.

John 3:30 captures the appropriate attitude: Christ must increase
while His servants decrease.

John 3:30 (ESV)

30 He mustincrease, but | must decrease.”

IV. Isaiah 9:10: Rebuilding Without Repentance
Primary Text: Isaiah 9:8-13

Isaiah 9:8-13 (ESV)

8 The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, and it will fall on
Israel; 9 and all the people will know, Ephraim and the
inhabitants of Samaria, who say in pride and in arrogance of
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heart: 10 “The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed
stones; the sycamores have been cut down, but we will put
cedars in their place.” 11 But the LORD raises the adversaries of
Rezin against him, and stirs up his enemies. 12 The Syrians on
the east and the Philistines on the west devour Israel with open
mouth. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand
is stretched out still. 13 The people did not turn to him who
struck them, nor inquire of the LORD of hosts.

Your notes identify Isaiah 9:10 as another important passage
involving bricks and dressed stones. The Northern Kingdom of Israel
had experienced devastation, yet its leaders responded with pride
rather than repentance. They declared their intention to replace
fallen bricks with dressed stones and fallen sycamores with cedars.

In isolation, rebuilding with stronger materials could appear
admirable. But Isaiah reveals the spiritual condition behind their
declaration. Isaiah 9:13 explains that the people did not turn to the
One who struck them or seek the Lord of hosts. Their determination
to rebuild reflected defiance rather than repentance.

This provides a crucial lesson. You can rebuild what God has
shaken without addressing the spiritual conditions that made His
judgment necessary.

e A church can rebuild its organization without restoring biblical
holiness.

e A ministry can recover financially without correcting doctrinal
compromise.

e Areligious movement can expand its influence without
returning to obedience.

e And a nation can respond to calamity with declarations of
strength while continuing to reject God's commandments.
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The theological issue is not whether rebuilding occurs, but whether
rebuilding follows genuine repentance and submission to God.

Jeremiah 6:14-16 (ESV)

14 They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying,
‘Peace, peace, when there is no peace. 15 Were they ashamed
when they committed abomination? No, they were not at all
ashamed; they did not know how to blush. Therefore they shall
fallamong those who fall; at the time that | punish them, they
shall be overthrown,” says the LORD. 16 Thus says the LORD:
“Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your
souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it

Jeremiah 6:14-16 presents a related warning against superficial
attempts to address deep spiritual problems while refusing to return
to the ancient paths.

Teaching Principle:

Reconstruction without repentance can reproduce the very
rebellion that brought judgment in the first place.

V. Jesus Christ: The Living Stone and Chief
Cornerstone

Primary Scriptures: 1 Peter 2:4-8; Ephesians 2:19-22; Isaiah 28:16;
Psalm 118:22.

1 Peter 2:4-8 (ESV)

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living
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stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, | am
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So the
honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

Here the teaching transitions from Babylon's construction system to
the building of God's spiritual house. Peter identifies Jesus Christ as
the living stone, rejected by men but chosen and precious in God's
sight.

The Greek word for “stone” in 1 Peter 2:4 is AiBoc (lithos).The word
translated "living" is Z0Wvta (zonta), from dw (zad), meaning to live. 3

Christis not presented as a lifeless foundation. He is the
resurrected, living Lord upon whom God's spiritual house is
established.

1. The foundation is a Person, not an institution

Ephesians 2:20 describes Christ Jesus as the cornerstone, with the
apostles and prophets forming the foundational witness.

First Corinthians 3:11 declares that no foundation can be laid other
than Jesus Christ.

% Ibid.
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The Church does not derive its spiritual life from its buildings,
denominations, programs, or organizational structures.

Its life comes from Christ.

2. The cornerstone determines the alighment of the building

In ancient construction, the cornerstone served an important role in
establishing the building's orientation and stability.

Paul employs this imagery to identify Christ as the decisive
reference point for God's household.

Every doctrine, practice, ministry, and spiritual relationship must be
evaluated in relation to Him.

A religious organization can have tremendous influence and still be
spiritually misaligned if Christ is no longer its governing authority.

3. Therejected Stone becomes the foundation of God's Kingdom
Psalm 118:22 (ESV)

22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.

Psalm 118:22 describes the stone rejected by the builders
becoming the cornerstone. Jesus applies this passage to Himself in
Matthew 21:42. Human religious authorities rejected the very One
whom God had appointed.

This introduces a sobering possibility for every generation. Those
who claim to be building for God can reject the authority of the One
who is actually building His Kingdom.
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VI. Believers as Living Stones: God's Building Process
Primary Text: 1 Peter 2:4-5

1 Peter 2:4-5 (ESV)

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.

Peter teaches that believers, as living stones, are being built into a
spiritual house and holy priesthood.

This imagery reveals several characteristics of God's building
process.

1. Living stones possess spiritual life

Ephesians 2:1-5 explains that believers were once dead in
trespasses and sins but have been made alive together with Christ.

God's building materials are people who have received new life
through Jesus Christ. They are not merely religious participants.
They are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).

2. Living stones are transformed by God

Romans 8:29 identifies conformity to the image of Christ as part of
God's purpose for His people. The Lord develops holiness, maturity,
obedience, and Christlike character within believers.

This transformation involves the Holy Spirit's ministry (2 Corinthians
3:18; Galatians 5:22-25).
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Unlike manufactured bricks, living stones picture people who are
spiritually alive and growing.

The distinction is illustrative: Peter does not explicitly contrast
living stones with Babylonian bricks.

3. Living stones are joined together
Ephesians 2:21-22 (ESV)

21 inwhom the whole structure, being joined together, grows
into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:21-22 describes the entire structure being joined
together and growing into a holy temple in the Lord. Believers are
not intended to exist as isolated spiritual units. God joins them into
a covenant community where each member contributes to the
health and maturity of the whole.

Ephesians 4:15-16 (ESV)

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the
whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which
itis equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Ephesians 4:15-16 explains that the body grows as each part works
properly. This is unity produced through relationship with Christ
rather than enforced conformity to a human institution.

4. Living stones become a holy priesthood

First Peter 2:5 identifies the spiritual house as a holy priesthood
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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This introduces the building's ultimate purpose. God is not merely
constructing an organization. He is establishing a people who

worship Him, represent His holiness, and serve His purposes.

e Romans 12:1 describes believers presenting their bodies as

living sacrifices.

e Hebrews 13:15-16 identifies praise, doing good, and sharing
with others as sacrifices pleasing to God.

The living stones are therefore both the spiritual house and the

priestly community serving within it.

VIl. Babylon's Building System Compared With

God's Spiritual House

Babylon's pattern

God's Kingdom pattern

Human ambition establishes
the project (Genesis 11:4)

Christ establishes His Church
(Matthew 16:18)

People seek to make a name for
themselves (Genesis 11:4)

Believers glorify the name of Christ
(Colossians 3:17)

Unity serves human self-
exaltation

Unity grows through the Spirit
(Ephesians 4:3-6)

External conformity becomes
the goal

Inner transformation produces
Christlikeness (Romans 12:2)

Security is sought through
human achievement

Security rests in Christ (1 Peter
2:6)
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Pride resists repentance (Isaiah
9:10-13)

Humility and repentance
accompany obedience (James
4:6-10)

The system seeks its own glory

The spiritual house offers glory to
God (1 Peter 2:5, 9)

These contrasts compare the spiritual principles found in the
passages, rather than asserting that every use of brick or stone in
Scripture carries the same symbolic meaning.

Vill. The Danger of Building Babylon Within the

Church

Primary Scriptures: 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Revelation 2:1-5; Revelation

3:14-22.

The most challenging application of this teaching concerns the
possibility of adopting Babylonian principles within Christian
institutions. A church may keep Christian terminology while
increasingly operating by worldly definitions of power, success,
influence, and authority. This danger can take several forms.

e Replacing biblical discipleship with organizational loyalty.

e Measuring spiritual success primarily through attendance,
finances, or public influence.

e Suppressing biblical correction to protect institutional

reputation.

e Substituting entertainment and emotional manipulation for

genuine worship.
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e Encouraging dependence upon charismatic personalities
rather than maturity in Christ.
e Pursuing cultural acceptance at the expense of biblical truth.

These are potential manifestations of worldly religious practices, not
proof that every large organization or structured ministry belongs to
Babylon.

Jesus warned the church at Ephesus that outwardly commendable
activity could coexist with abandoning its first love (Revelation 2:1-
5).

He warned Laodicea that material prosperity could conceal spiritual
poverty (Revelation 3:14-22).

Both passages show that Christ evaluates His churches by spiritual
realities that cannot be measured by outward appearances alone.

A ministry can appear successful according to the world's
measurements while failing to fulfill Christ's expectations.

IX. Come Out of Babylon: Returning to God's

Building Pattern

Primary Scriptures: Revelation 18:1-5; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18;
Romans 12:1-2.

Revelation 18:4 (ESV)

4 Then | heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of
her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in
her plagues;
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Revelation 18:4 records the heavenly call for God's people to come
out of Babylon so they will not participate in her sins or share in her
plagues. Within Revelation, Babylon represents a corrupt and
rebellious order characterized by idolatry, luxury, exploitation,
immorality, and opposition to God.

The command calls God's people to separate themselves from
participation in Babylon's sins. This has implications for the Church.

e Coming out of Babylon involves more than changing physical
locations or religious affiliations.

e Itrequires renouncing the spiritual principles that characterize
rebellion against God.

e Believers must reject pride, idolatry, compromise, greed,
manipulation, and substituting human authority for Christ's
lordship.

The call to separation must also be accompanied by a positive
return to biblical discipleship.

God's people are called to renew their minds through His Word,
walk in the Holy Spirit, practice holiness, pursue genuine fellowship,
and offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable through Jesus Christ.

The objective is not isolation from every organized expression of
Christianity. Itis faithful participation in the spiritual house Christ is
building.

X. The Final Contrast: Babylon Falls, but God's
Kingdom Remains

Primary Scriptures: Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45; Hebrews 12:25-29;
Revelation 18:1-24; Revelation 21:1-3.
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The biblical narrative culminates in the destruction of rebellious
human kingdoms and the establishment of God's everlasting
Kingdom.

Daniel 2 presents a stone cut without human hands that strikes the
statue representing successive kingdoms. The stone becomes a
great mountain filling the whole earth.

Daniel 2:44 explains that God will establish a Kingdom that will
never be destroyed.

The stone in Daniel's vision symbolizes God's Kingdom, while Christ
is explicitly identified as the cornerstone in New Testament
passages such as Ephesians 2:20 and 1 Peter 2:6.

Together, these passages provide a compelling theological picture of
the permanence of God's reign.

Hebrews 12:27-28 describes the removal of what can be shaken so
that what cannot be shaken may remain.

Revelation 18 portrays Babylon's final downfall.

Revelation 21:2-3 then presents the New Jerusalem and God
dwelling with His people.

The final biblical vision is not humanity successfully building a tower
to reach heaven. Instead, God brings His dwelling to redeemed
humanity. This reverses the ambition of Babel.

e At Babel, humanity attempted to establish greatness through
its own efforts.

e Inthe New Jerusalem, God's glory and presence are the source
of the city's greatness.
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Babylon attempts to ascend through human achievement. God
establishes His Kingdom through divine initiative and redeemed
humanity's relationship with Jesus Christ.

Xl. Closing Exhortation: Are We Bricks or Living
Stones?

The ultimate question is not whether we belong to a religious
institution. It is whether our lives are genuinely being built upon
Jesus Christ.

e Are we allowing religious systems to define our identity, or are
we allowing the Holy Spirit to transform us into the image of
Christ?

e Are we building ministries that glorify human personalities, or
are we directing people toward the Lord?

e Are we seeking unity through institutional conformity, or are we
pursuing the unity of the Spirit through obedience to biblical
truth?

e Are we attempting to rebuild what God has shaken without
repentance, or are we returning to the foundations established
in His Word?

First Peter 2:4-5 provides the answer. We are called to come to
Christ, the Living Stone, and to be built together as living stones into
a spiritual house. The Lord is not looking for lifeless religious
conformity. He is preparing a holy people who are spiritually alive,
transformed by His Spirit, and established upon the unshakable
foundation of Jesus Christ.
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Final Thoughts

Babylon manufactures bricks to build a monument to human
greatness. God raises living stones to build a spiritual house for His
glory.

Babylon demands conformity to its system. God calls His people
into transformation through Jesus Christ.

Babylon seeks a name for itself. God is preparing a people who will
proclaim the excellencies of the One who called them out of
darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9).

We must stop letting Babylon mold us into bricks and surrender
ourselves to the Lord, who is building us into living stones.
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