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Introduction 
 
Three Types of False Prophets that the Church must learn to discern 
and deal with: 
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1. The Con Man – Level 1 
 
We have already had a fair share of these types of false prophets:  
from gathering intel from Church websites to social media to those 
that have learned to read people (like a mentalist). 
 
2. The Infiltrating False Prophet – Level 2 
 
This is someone, either through mystical means or a multi-
generational family from the occult, who has had their third eye 
opened.  They can walk into a room and read everyone like a book.  
They were groomed to infiltrate the Church and lead the flock astray.  
In this manner, they follow the doctrine of Balaam.  Everything we 
discuss about Balaam applies to these level 2 false prophets.  Yet 
there is an even higher level most in the Church are unaware of. 
 
3. The Dark Power Player Prophet in the Occult 
 
These individuals will never be known within Christian circles:  they 
are reserved for the world’s elite . . . their kings.  These individuals 
can move in unprecedented levels of demonic power.  The priests in 
Pharaoh’s court would fall into this category.  So would Balaam.  He 
was unknown to Israel but known and trusted by pagan kings.  
Balaam possessed such power that it required Almighty God's direct 
intervention.  In many ways, Balaam is an Old Testament prototype 
of the end-time false prophet! 

A strong biblical pattern connects Balaam’s character, the New 
Testament’s “way,” “error,” and “teaching/doctrine” of Balaam, 
and certain recurring dangers in prophetic ministry. Scripture does 
not justify labeling the entire modern prophetic movement 
“Balaam,” but it gives remarkably precise criteria for testing modern 
prophetic ministries. 
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The key is that Balaam was not simply a false prophet who never 
heard from God. His danger was subtler: he possessed genuine 
supernatural awareness and spoke true words at times, but his 
heart became corrupted by covetousness, status, compromise, and 
a willingness to help God’s enemies undermine God’s people. 

That makes Balaam particularly relevant to evaluating prophetic 
ministry today. 

BALAAM AND THE MODERN PROPHETIC 
MOVEMENT 
A Biblical-Theological Analysis 

1. BALAAM PRESENTS A UNIQUE PROPHETIC 
PROBLEM 
Balaam first appears prominently in Numbers 22–24. Balak, king of 
Moab, fears Israel and hires Balaam to curse them. 

Numbers 22:6 establishes the premise: 

“Come now, curse this people for me... For I know that he 
whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is 
cursed.” 

Balaam therefore had a reputation for supernatural effectiveness. 

Yet, something unusual happens. God speaks to Balaam.  This 
shows the level of power that Balaam moved in.  God had to begin 
intervening!  
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Numbers 22:9 (ESV) 
“And God came to Balaam and said, ‘Who are these men with 
you?’” 

Numbers 22:12 (ESV) 
“God said to Balaam, ‘You shall not go with them. You shall 
not curse the people, for they are blessed.’” 

This immediately distinguishes Balaam from a simple religious 
fraud.  He encounters genuine revelation.  He knows something of 
God's will.  He can speak words God places in his mouth.  
Nevertheless, his heart is wrong. 

That distinction is enormously important for understanding 
corrupted prophetic ministry. 

The biblical test is therefore not merely:  “Can this person 
prophesy?” 

The deeper questions are: 

• What is governing the prophet’s heart? 
• What does the prophet love? 
• Whom does the prophet serve? 
• What does the prophet do with revelation? 
• Does supernatural gifting produce obedience—or become a 

commodity? 

2. THE NEW TESTAMENT GIVES US THREE 
DIMENSIONS OF BALAAM 
The New Testament develops Balaam through three remarkably 
different expressions. 
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• THE WAY OF BALAAM — 2 Peter 2:15 
• THE ERROR OF BALAAM — Jude 1:11 
• THE TEACHING/DOCTRINE OF BALAAM — Revelation 2:14 

Together, these three passages provide something approaching a 
biblical anatomy of prophetic corruption. 

3. THE WAY OF BALAAM 
2 Peter 2:15 (ESV) says: 

“Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have 
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain 
from wrongdoing.” 

The Greek expression is: 

τῇ ὁδῷ τοῦ Βαλαάμ 
tē hodō tou Balaam 

“The way of Balaam.” 

Hodos means a road, path, way, or manner of life. 1 

Therefore, Peter is not describing a single mistake.  He is describing 
a path.  And Peter identifies the heart problem: 

“who loved gain from wrongdoing.” 

The key idea is love of financial reward connected with spiritual 
activity.  This creates an immediate warning for prophetic ministry.  
There is nothing inherently wrong with financially supporting 

 
1 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 691. 
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legitimate ministry. Scripture clearly permits ministers to receive 
support (1 Corinthians 9:7–14; 1 Timothy 5:17–18).   

Balaam represents something different.   

• Money begins influencing ministry.   
• The gift becomes monetized. 
• Access becomes monetized. 
• Prophetic words become monetized. 

The minister learns that certain messages generate greater 
offerings, invitations, audiences, influence, or platform growth. 

At that point, financial incentive can begin shaping supposedly 
prophetic ministry. 

The danger is not merely: “Prophets receiving money.” 

The danger is:  Money influencing prophecy. 

4. BALAAM'S HEART WAS ATTRACTED TO 
BALAK'S REWARD 
Numbers 22 reveals this progression. 

God had already told Balaam: 

“You shall not go with them.” 

That should have ended the matter.  But Balak sent another 
delegation containing more prestigious leaders. 

Numbers 22:15–17 (ESV) records: 
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“Once again Balak sent princes, more in number and more 
honorable than these... ‘Let nothing hinder you from coming to 
me, for I will surely do you great honor, and whatever you say 
to me I will do.’” 

Notice the temptation: 

• Greater prestige. 
• Greater honor. 
• Greater reward. 
• Greater political access. 
• Greater influence. 

This is strikingly applicable to prophetic ministry. 

The temptation is not always simply money. 

• Sometimes the currency is access. 
• Sometimes it is influence. 
• Sometimes it is proximity to political leaders. 
• Sometimes it is conference invitations. 
• Sometimes it is celebrity status. 
• Sometimes it is social-media influence. 
• Sometimes it is being regarded as “the prophet who has the 

word for the nation.” 

Balaam therefore represents the corruption that occurs when the 
prophet begins desiring what kings can give him. 

5. THE ERROR OF BALAAM 
Jude 1:11(ESV) says: 
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“Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and 
abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam's error 
and perished in Korah's rebellion.” 

The Greek word translated “error” is: 

πλάνη 
planē 

It carries the sense of wandering, deception, delusion, or departure 
from truth. 2 

Again, financial motivation appears:  “for the sake of gain.” 

Balaam’s error involves believing that supernatural ministry can 
somehow coexist with a heart pursuing personal gain.  This 
produces a dangerous theological assumption: 

“If the supernatural gift still works, God must still approve 
of me.” 

But Balaam destroys that assumption.  A person may experience 
supernatural activity without possessing God's approval of his 
character or motives.  Jesus gives an even more sobering warning in 
Matthew 7:22–23 (ESV): 

“Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?” 

Jesus does not respond: 

 
2 William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 822. 
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“No, you didn't.” 

Instead: 

“I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.” 

That means supernatural manifestation by itself cannot 
authenticate a ministry.  Character and obedience remain essential. 

6. THE DOCTRINE OR TEACHING OF BALAAM 
Revelation 2:14 takes the issue further.  Jesus tells the church at 
Pergamum: 

“But I have a few things against you: you have some there who 
hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might 
eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.” 

The Greek is: 

τὴν διδαχὴν Βαλαάμ 
tēn didachēn Balaam 

“The teaching of Balaam.” 

This reveals the mature form of Balaam's corruption.  Balaam 
discovers that he cannot curse what God has blessed.  Therefore, 
another strategy emerges: 

Corrupt the people whom you cannot curse. 
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7. THIS IS THE CRITICAL BALAAM PRINCIPLE 

Numbers 23:8 records Balaam saying: 

“How can I curse whom God has not cursed? How can I 
denounce whom the LORD has not denounced?” 

Balaam cannot override God's covenant blessing. 

But Numbers 25 records Israel falling into sexual immorality and 
idolatry with the women of Moab. 

Later Scripture reveals that Balaam was behind the strategy. 

Numbers 31:16 says: 

“Behold, these, on Balaam's advice, caused the people of 
Israel to act treacherously against the LORD in the incident of 
Peor.” 

This reveals something profound.  Balaam could not defeat Israel 
prophetically.  So, he helped corrupt Israel morally and 
covenantally. 

The strategy becomes:  If you cannot curse them, seduce them. 

If you cannot remove God's blessing directly, lead them into 
conduct that brings God's discipline.  This is why Revelation 2:14 
calls it the “teaching of Balaam.” 

8. BALAAM MINISTRY ULTIMATELY PRODUCES 
COMPROMISE 
This provides perhaps the strongest connection with certain 
manifestations of modern prophetic culture. 
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A Balaam-like ministry does not necessarily tell people:  “Abandon 
God.”  Instead, it can create theological permission for mixture.  
God plus idolatry.  Spirituality plus sensuality.  Prophecy plus greed.  
Anointing plus celebrity.  Worship plus entertainment.  Kingdom 
language plus worldly ambition.  Supernatural manifestations plus 
lawlessness. 

Balaam produces a spirituality in which covenant boundaries 
become negotiable. 

9. THE BALAAM PATTERN CAN BE MAPPED 
BIBLICALLY 

There appears to be a progression: 

GIFT 

↓ 

REVELATION 

↓ 

OPPORTUNITY 

↓ 

DESIRE FOR REWARD 

↓ 

COMPROMISE 

↓ 
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RATIONALIZATION 

↓ 

PROPHETIC CORRUPTION 

↓ 

TEACHING OTHERS TO COMPROMISE 

↓ 

COVENANTAL JUDGMENT 

That final transition is especially important.  Balaam begins as a 
compromised individual.  He ends by becoming an architect of 
compromise in others.  That is when personal corruption becomes 
doctrine. 

10. A SOBERING PRINCIPLE FOR THE MODERN 
PROPHETIC MOVEMENT 
The greatest danger may not be completely fabricated prophecy.  It 
may be mixing genuine spiritual gifting with uncrucified ambition. 

• Balaam apparently could hear God. 
• Balaam could speak true prophecy. 
• Balaam understood spiritual realities. 
• Balaam pronounced extraordinary Messianic prophecy. 

Numbers 24:17 declares: 

“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall 
come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.” 
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Yet, possessing revelation did not transform Balaam's character. 

This establishes an important theological distinction: 

• PROPHETIC ACCURACY ≠ DIVINE APPROVAL 
• SUPERNATURAL POWER ≠ HOLINESS 
• REVELATION ≠ CHARACTER 
• GIFTING ≠ MATURITY 
• ANOINTING ≠ OBEDIENCE 

Jesus teaches that fruit remains the test. 

Matthew 7:16 (ESV) 
“You will recognize them by their fruits.” 

11. MODERN PARALLELS THAT SHOULD 
CONCERN US 
Without condemning every contemporary prophetic ministry, 
Scripture would require serious examination whenever we see 
patterns such as: 

• Selling access to prophetic words. 
• Creating financial tiers for greater spiritual access. 
• Continually emphasizing prosperity and personal 

advancement. 
• Prophecies consistently flattering wealthy donors or influential 

leaders. 
• Prophets seeking political access as validation of their 

ministry. 
• Prophetic predictions repeatedly failing without repentance or 

accountability. 
• Using supposed revelation to manipulate people financially. 
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• Building personality cults around prophetic figures. 
• Treating prophetic gifting as proof of superior spiritual status. 
• Excusing immoral behavior because someone is supposedly 

“anointed.” 
• Using prophetic revelation to control marriages, businesses, 

churches, or personal decisions. 
• Creating dependence on the prophet rather than teaching 

believers to depend on God and Scripture. 
• Suppressing biblical discernment by warning people not to 

“touch God's anointed.” 
• Redefining holiness so that moral compromise can coexist 

with supernatural ministry. 

These patterns should be evaluated carefully by Scripture rather 
than automatically assumed to prove that a particular individual is a 
Balaam figure. 

12. BALAAM AND PROPHETIC FLATTERY 
Another important modern application concerns the relationship 
between prophets and rulers.  Balak wanted revelation that 
supported his political objectives. 

Essentially, Balak was saying: 

“I already know what I want God to say. I need a prophet who 
will say it.” 

That temptation remains extraordinarily relevant. 

• Political leaders can desire prophetic endorsement. 
• Religious leaders can desire prophetic endorsement. 
• Movements can desire prophetic endorsement. 
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• Congregations can desire prophetic reassurance. 
• And prophets can discover that telling audiences what they 

want to hear produces enormous influence. 

This creates a dangerous transaction: 

• The audience provides a platform. 
• The prophet provides divine validation. 
• That transaction resembles the Balaam economy. 

13. BALAAM CONTRASTED WITH MICAIAH 
A powerful comparison appears in 1 Kings 22.  King Ahab gathered 
approximately four hundred prophets who gave him the message he 
wanted.  But Micaiah declared in 1 Kings 22:14: 

“As the LORD lives, what the LORD says to me, that I will 
speak.” 

This represents the opposite spirit of Balaam.  Balaam asks, 
consciously or eventually: 

“What can prophecy gain me?” 

Micaiah asks: 

“What has God actually said?” 

The true prophet must be willing to lose: 

• Money. 
• Popularity. 
• Platform. 
• Political access. 
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• Conference invitations. 
• Followers. 
• Reputation. 
• Even personal freedom. 

Micaiah ended up imprisoned for telling the truth (1 Kings 22:26–27).  
That is prophetic integrity. 

14. BALAAM AND THE COMMERCIALIZATION OF 
THE SUPERNATURAL 
Acts 8:18–23 provides another important parallel.  Simon Magus 
offered money to obtain spiritual authority. 

Peter responded in Acts 8:20: 

“May your silver perish with you, because you thought you 
could obtain the gift of God with money!” 

Although Simon is not Balaam, the underlying corruption is related: 

• The things of God become commodities. 
• This raises an important distinction. 
• Biblical ministry may receive financial support. 

But biblical ministry must never transform God's gifts into 
merchandise.  The difference is substantial. 

SUPPORTING MINISTRY 

versus 

PURCHASING SPIRITUAL ACCESS 
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15. THE DEEPEST ISSUE: BALAAM WANTED 
GOD'S POWER WITHOUT GOD'S GOVERNMENT 
This may provide the most useful theological summary.  Balaam 
wanted access to supernatural power while retaining sovereignty 
over his own ambitions.  That temptation exists throughout 
charismatic and prophetic ministry. 

People may desire: 

• Prophecy without holiness. 
• Power without obedience. 
• Gifts without character. 
• Authority without accountability. 
• Revelation without Scripture. 
• Anointing without crucifixion of the flesh. 
• Kingdom authority without submission to the King. 

But biblical prophetic ministry cannot be separated from covenant 
obedience. 

16. THE DONKEY INCIDENT BECOMES ALMOST 
PROPHETICALLY IRONIC 

Numbers 22:28 says: 

“Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey...” 

The prophet cannot perceive the angel.  The donkey can. 

Numbers 22:31 then says: 
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“Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the 
angel of the LORD standing in the way.” 

There is profound irony here.  The professional seer cannot see.  The 
donkey sees.  And God speaks through the donkey. 

This destroys the argument that supernatural utterance proves 
spiritual superiority.  If God can speak through Balaam's donkey, 
then being used as an instrument of supernatural communication 
does not itself prove someone's spiritual maturity. 

The issue is not merely: 

“Did something supernatural happen?” 

The question remains: 

“What is the spiritual condition and fruit of the vessel?” 

17. SCRIPTURE'S THREEFOLD BALAAM 
WARNING 

We can now construct a useful theological framework. 

THE WAY OF BALAAM -  2 Peter 2:15 

The corruption of prophetic motivation. 

“What can I gain from the gift?” 

THE ERROR OF BALAAM -  Jude 1:11 

The corruption of prophetic reasoning. 

“I can pursue gain while continuing to operate spiritually.” 
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THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM  -  Revelation 2:14 

The corruption becomes institutionalized teaching. 

“I can teach God's people to compromise and still call it 
Christianity.” 

This progression is extremely important: 

CORRUPTED DESIRE 

↓ 

CORRUPTED THINKING 

↓ 

CORRUPTED DOCTRINE 

↓ 

CORRUPTED PEOPLE 

18. THIS PROVIDES A POWERFUL TEST FOR THE 
MODERN PROPHETIC MOVEMENT 
Rather than asking only:  “Was the prophecy accurate?” 

Scripture requires broader questions: 

• Does this ministry exalt Jesus Christ? 
• Does it submit prophetic claims to Scripture? 
• Does it produce holiness? 
• Does it call people to repentance? 
• Does it strengthen covenant faithfulness? 
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• Does it demonstrate humility? 
• Is there financial integrity? 
• Is there sexual integrity? 
• Is there meaningful accountability? 
• Are failed predictions acknowledged? 
• Does the ministry create dependence upon Christ or 

dependence upon the prophet? 
• Does it produce mature disciples or prophetic consumers? 
• Does the prophet speak uncomfortable truths when 

necessary? 
• Can the prophet say something that costs him his platform? 

That final question may be one of the most revealing. 

19. BALAAM VERSUS THE BIBLICAL PROPHETIC 
MODEL 
Balaam asks:  “What will Balak give me?” 

The biblical prophet asks:  “What has God said?” 

• Balaam gravitates toward kings.  Elijah confronts kings. 
• Balaam seeks honor.  Jeremiah accepts rejection. 
• Balaam finds a way around God's command.  Samuel obeys 

God's command. 
• Balaam ultimately facilitates compromise.  John the Baptist 

confronts compromise. 
• Balaam profits from spiritual influence.  Elisha refuses 

Naaman's reward in 2 Kings 5:15–16. 
• Balaam helps people accommodate idolatry.  Paul commands 

believers to flee idolatry in 1 Corinthians 10:14. 
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These contrasts provide a powerful character study of prophetic 
integrity. 

20. A POSSIBLE DEEPER CONNECTION 
Another dimension is worth developing separately.  Revelation 
places the “teaching of Balaam” inside a church.  That is significant.  
Revelation 2:14 is not primarily warning pagan diviners. 

Jesus is correcting His congregation at Pergamum because it was 
tolerating Balaam-like teaching within the covenant community.  
Therefore, Balaam becomes an eschatologically relevant warning to 
the Church. 

The danger is not merely occultism outside the Church.  The danger 
is mixture inside the Church.  And because Revelation 2–3 
repeatedly concludes with:  “He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches,” the warning extends beyond 
ancient Pergamum as instruction for the churches. 

CONCLUSION 
There is a substantial biblical basis for comparing Balaam with 
corrupt tendencies that can appear within the modern prophetic 
movement. 

We need to be careful in how we approach this analysis.   

“The biblical Balaam paradigm describes the corruption of 
supernatural ministry when genuine or claimed spiritual gifting 
becomes joined to covetousness, ambition, political or social 
influence, moral compromise, and the commercialization of 
spiritual authority. The doctrine of Balaam represents the 
further development of this corruption, in which compromised 
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leaders no longer merely tolerate their own mixture but teach 
God's people to accommodate idolatry, immorality, and 
covenant unfaithfulness.” 

This gives us something much stronger than simply accusing 
contemporary prophets of being “Balaams.”  It gives us a biblical 
diagnostic framework. 

 
 


