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Foundational	Scripture:	

2 Thessalonians 2:9–12 (ESV)  

9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all 
power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked 
deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a 
strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order 
that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.  

	

I.	 Contextual	Orientation	

Paul is describing the climactic rebellion preceding the revealing of “the 
man of lawlessness.” The passage is not merely eschatological 
speculation—it is a theological unveiling of: 

1. Satanic counterfeit spirituality 
2. Judicial hardening by God 
3. Humanity’s moral rejection of truth 
4. The final maturation of deception before divine judgment 

The “strong delusion” cannot be understood apart from covenantal 
truth, moral rebellion, and spiritual allegiance. 
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II.	 Analysis	from	the	Original	Greek	Text	

1.		 παρουσία	(parousia)	—	“coming”	

Verse 9 

The coming of -  οὗ ἐστιν ἡ παρουσία 

Meaning 

The word παρουσία literally means: 

• presence 
• arrival 
• royal appearing 

It is often used of: 

• the coming of Christ 
• the arrival of a king 
• divine visitation 

Paul intentionally uses the same word for: 

• Christ’s coming 
• the Antichrist’s coming 

This reveals a satanic counterfeit kingdom manifestation. 

Theological	Insight	

Satan imitates divine patterns: 

• counterfeit messiah 
• counterfeit kingdom 
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• counterfeit signs 
• counterfeit spirituality 

This reflects the Babylonian principle: 

Satan does not merely oppose truth—he imitates it to redirect 
worship. 

2.	 κατʼ	ἐνέργειαν	τοῦ	Σατανᾶ	-	“according	to	
the	working/activity	of	Satan”	
The key word: 

ἐνέργεια (energeia) 
Meaning 

• operative power 
• active force 
• energizing activity 

This is where we derive the English word “energy.” 

Paul uses this term elsewhere for: 

• the power of God 
• the working of the Holy Spirit 
• resurrection power 

But here, the same concept is applied to a satanic operation. 
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Theological	Implication	

The Antichrist system is not merely political.  It is spiritually energized. 

This is a supernatural system empowered by fallen spiritual agency. 

This aligns with: 

• Revelation 13 
• Daniel 7 
• the Beast system 
• Mystery Babylon 

The deception possesses spiritual force. 

3.	 δύναμις,	σημεῖα,	τέρατα	-	“power,	signs,	
and	wonders”	
Verse 9 

These three terms often appear together in Scripture, describing: 

• divine miracles 
• apostolic ministry 
• manifestations of God 

Example: 

• Moses 
• Elijah 
• Jesus 
• the apostles 

Yet here they are attached to: 
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ψεύδους (“falsehood”) 

a. δύναμις (dynamis) - Power 

Meaning 

• power 
• miraculous capability 
• supernatural ability 

This is a real supernatural manifestation. 

Paul does NOT say: “fake tricks.” 

Rather, real supernatural manifestations serve the falsehood. 

b. σημεῖον (sēmeion) - Signs 

Meaning 

• sign 
• token 
• indicator 

Signs point toward spiritual authority. 

The danger: people interpret manifestations as validation of truth. 

Biblically, manifestation alone never proves divine origin. 

c. τέρας (teras) - Wonders 

Meaning 

• wonder 
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• marvel 
• astonishing event 

Focuses on emotional impact: 

• awe 
• shock 
• amazement. 

Prophetic Application 

Modern culture increasingly worships: 

• spectacle 
• experience 
• emotional intensity 
• technological wonder 

This creates fertile ground for end-time deception. 

4. ψεύδους (pseudous) — “of falsehood” 
Verse 9 

The genitive construction:  τέρασιν ψεύδους 

Can mean: 

• wonders characterized by falsehood 
• wonders serving falsehood 
• lying wonders 
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Important Insight 

The miracles themselves may appear genuine externally, but their 
source and purpose are false. 

This parallels: 

• Pharaoh’s magicians 
• Deuteronomy 13 
• Matthew 24:24 
• Revelation 13:13–14 

Biblical theology consistently warns that miracles alone are not the test 
of truth. 

Truth is determined by: 

• covenant fidelity 
• submission to God 
• doctrinal alignment 
• obedience to Christ 

5.	 πέμπει	αὐτοῖς	ὁ	θεὸς	ἐνέργειαν	
πλάνης	-	“God	sends	them	a	working	of	delusion”	
“God sends them a working of delusion” - this is the central phrase. 

a. πέμπει (pempei) - Sends 

Present tense: 

• sends 
• dispatches 
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This is judicial action. Not arbitrary cruelty. Judicial handing over. 

Parallel to: 

• Romans 1 (“God gave them over”) 
• Pharaoh’s hardening 
• Isaiah 6 
• Ezekiel 14:9 

b. ἐνέργεια πλάνης (energeia planēs) - 
Delusion 

πλάνη (planē) 

Meaning 

• wandering 
• straying 
• deception 
• delusion 

Root idea: to wander off the path. 

English word: “planet” (from wandering celestial bodies). 

Theological Meaning 

The strong delusion is: 

• an energizing force of wandering from truth 
• a spiritually empowered deception 
• a judicial removal of clarity 

This is not merely confusion. It is active spiritual misdirection. 
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6.		 εἰς	τὸ	πιστεῦσαι	αὐτοὺς	τῷ	ψεύδει	-	“so	that	they	
may	believe	the	lie”	

a. τῷ ψεύδει — “THE lie” 

Definite article present.  Not merely: “a lie.”  But “the lie.” 

Many scholars connect this with: 

• the primal Edenic lie 
• self-deification 
• rebellion against God 

Possible connections: 

• Genesis 3:5 
• Romans 1:25 
• Isaiah 14 
• Beast worship in Revelation 13 

The Lie 

Humanity can: 

• redefine reality 
• transcend God 
• become autonomous 
• worship creation/self 

Mystery Babylon ultimately exalts humanity independent from God. 
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II. Theological Structure of the Passage 
Paul presents a progression: 

Stage Greek Concept Meaning 

Satanic activity ἐνέργεια Σατανᾶ supernatural counterfeit 

False 
manifestations 

δύναμις / σημεῖα / 
τέρατα 

deceptive spiritual 
power 

Moral corruption ἀδικία rejection of God’s order 

Refusal of truth οὐκ ἐδέξαντο resistance to truth 

Judicial response πέμπει ὁ θεός divine handing over 

Delusion ἐνέργεια πλάνης empowered deception 

Final belief in the lie τῷ ψεύδει 
total ideological 
captivity 

Judgment κριθῶσιν divine condemnation 

 

III.		Implications	for	the	Last	Days	

The passage suggests the final deception will involve: 

• supernatural manifestations 
• counterfeit spirituality 
• ideological manipulation 
• emotional seduction 
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• rejection of objective truth 
• celebration of moral rebellion 
• worship of power and autonomy 

The Antichrist system will likely appear: 

• enlightened 
• compassionate 
• miraculous 
• technologically advanced 
• spiritually inclusive 

Yet fundamentally opposed to: 

• covenant truth 
• biblical holiness 
• the lordship of Christ 

IV.	 Biblical	Safeguards	Against	Delusion	

1.  Love truth above experience 

Modern Christianity often prioritizes: 

• manifestations 
• emotionalism 
• personalities 

over: 

• doctrinal truth 
• holiness 
• obedience 
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2.  Walk in covenant obedience 

Moral compromise clouds discernment. Sin dulls spiritual perception. 

3.  Develop discernment through Scripture 

Hebrews 5:14 (ESV) 

“But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers 
of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good 
from evil.” 

4.  Remain submitted to Christ’s Lordship 

The ultimate lie is autonomy.  The Kingdom demands surrender. 

 


